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The incredible P&P $5.50
DICK SMITH VZ 200

Personal Colour Compute

Hero it is at last - the breakihrough you've
been walting fort A personal colour comput-
erwith ail the nght features colour graphics,
sound standard Microsoll BASIC for oasy
programming, a whopping BK bytos of RAM
memory, the ability 10 work with a standard
TV set, or monllor it you prefer, and much
mora. Yal thnnks to modarn electronics and
ourbuying power, the Dick Smith VZ 200 will
cost you only $3498.00 - far less than any
comparable computart There'll naver bo a
better time to invest in your family's fulure,

Yes, for just $349.00 the Dick Smith VZ 200
gives ¥ou amazing computing power - far
more than many maechines two, three or
even four times the price. Now you can find
out what computers are all aboul. The kids
can use it with their school woric it can keep
track of your home budget. Il can even help
you in your business!

Stil not convinced? Try our exclusive 7 day
monay back salisfaction guaraniee.

Buy the Dick Smith VZ 200 Colour Compuler
and try it in your home for up to 7 days. i

‘Y@ nol absolutely delighted, you can
retum it in original condition and packaging
for a full refund.

Youll owe nothing - not even an explanation.

READ WHAT KXPIRTS SAY:
‘Overnll, this is a ! little com
puler. and one that h likely 1.
change the face of Australian per-
sons! computing’.

And from the :

‘F'm certainly going to buy ony'.
May 198) issue, Australian
ersonnl Computer)

IC

Cat X-7200

® Simple and sals to use

Operates from low voltage via a mains adaptor,
which s included in the price. Absolutely sale -
even for children.

@ Works with any normal TV set

it simply plugs n, no need lo buy an expensive
monitor (unieas you prefer to use onal).

@ Uses 8 normal cassette recorder

No need 10 buy a high cost computer type
recorder.

® Easy to read manuals, Demo cassette.
When you buy tte VZ zoo,mel not one but two
manuais, & Use’s Manual and a BASIC Manual,
plus 8 Demonsiration Cassette, and a book of
simple programa.

A ocomplete, mc:rtoqo computer that plugs
info your TV sett required, these options will
be avaiiable shortly:

18K MEMORY Cat £ 7208
EXPANSION MODULE: $149.00

PRINTER INTERFACE catx7210  $99.00
MODULE:

DATA CASSETTE: ca x-720r $129.00
That's the incredible

DICK SMITH VZ 200

ONLY AVAILABLE FROM

le¢ nic

BUSINESS HOURS:
Monday - Friday: 9.00 am - 5.30 pm

Now every family can

afford their own personal
computer!

SOFTWARE -

Todqet your computer up
and running.

GAMES:

Matchbox: Cat X-7231
Poker: Cal X-7232
Blackjack: Cat X-7236
Hangman: Cat X-7233
Siot Machine/Knock oft/

Russian Roulette: Cal X:7234
Circus: Cal X-7238
Biorhythm/Pair Matching/

Calendsr: Catl X-7237

EDUCATIONAL:

Statistics 1: Cat X-7281
Statistics 11: Cat X-7282
Matrix: Cat X-7253
Tennis Lesson/Golf

Lesson: Cat X-7254
FINANCIAL:

Portfolio

Management: Ceil X-7261

Discounted Cash Flow

Analysls: .
Financisl Ratio Cat X-7262
Analysis: Cat X-7263

ALL ONE PRICE!

$29.50:,"

98 Carlton Gore Road, Newmarket, Auckland 1. S*wd moming 800 am 12 noon

Telephone: 504 409

SPEEDY MAIL ORDER SERVICE: Just phona Aucklond 504 409,
ask for mail orders and quote oither your Bankcard o Visa card No, Sl

MAIL ORDERS:Private Bag, Newmarkot Your order will receive immediate attention.

VISA

DSE/NZOI2/JOP
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Dick Smith
VvZ200:
good value

By ROB FULLERTON

Oick Smith Elecwonics has
relgasad another personal computer
on the market to follow closely on
the heels aof she Wizzard computer.
The VZ200 Lsas 8 ZBOA processor
running at 3.58MHz, which must be
the (astest clock ot all tha low-priced
peistnal tomputers 1o date.

The compurer is quite smatl, being
only aominelly larger than the
koyboerd and BOmm thick. It comes
in 8n attractive white plastic case
with the keyhbasrd bulll into a sloping
matte black turround.

A power-indicstar LED Is the only
other featura on the front of the
cass, An an/feff awitch ls located on
tha tight-band side. Across the hack
ol 1th2 computer 1wera are four
sockets for 9v OC power, cassetts
tape, video monitor, and TV output,
There are wo edgae connectory
covered by protective metal plates
for the add-on memary expsnsion
and peripheral interface. Power
comes from o separate large plug
puck rated at 12v 1A, It has a
generous length of lead,

Alag inclucdd with the comguter is
g ad tor connaction af a standard
audio casseite lor program storage
and & legd for connection W a
monitor or TV. This TV lead s,
unfortunsately, only long enough 0
reach (o b sat placed on the same
table as the computer. Othar woms
included in tha packaqge pre a BASIC
referance manual, A book of
applhication programs and a
deomonstration cassetie.

Keyboard

The keyboard is the same usad in
tho Wizzard computer, which is not
surprising, gince both computers are
made by Video Technolngy, L1d, of
Hong Kang. The moulded-rubber
keys are set in a QWERTY
arrangement  with the standard
ASCIF character sset. Each kay
performs v to four funclions.
ingluding the ASCN cheracter screen
printed on tha keytop, the singla kay
Microenft 8ASIC commands, the
cursor contial, and the on-screen
aditing.

The sherngtive functions are
eccessible by use of the CTRL key In

the same manner gna would use the
SHIFT key. The eingle-ward BASIC
commands ara parinted on the
computer ehove @nd below each
key. All keys sxcept CTRL have an
auto repeat facility if held down far
more than one sgcond. This it vary
useful for cursor mavement.

Comments | made about the
keyboard of the Dick Smith Wizzard
computar (Gits & Byras, June). slso
apply to the VZ200. The longevity of
tha sergen.prmted charsclers on the
keys and the long-term contact
reliabitity of the key switches remain
to ba praven,

Video display

The VZ200 can uge either a colour
TV ser ov a colow moanitor tor display
as both RF and video outputs are
provided. The internal AF modulator
is tuned to channet 1, Australia, but
the pictura in N.Z, will come up on
channel 2 because of TV chennel
allocation differances beiween the
1wo countries, Some re-tuning wil
Do necessary to get the bast pictures

The display araa for the compuler
accupias 3 rectangle cavering about
two-thirds of the screen. In tha text
made there arg 32 charactars per line
with 18 lines displeyed, Even with
this smaller active dispisy araa the
charatters are Sharp and easy |
read. The stability of the picture was
a little diseppointing, howevear, with
persistént diagonal ripples viglble an
both the TV end monitor displays.
The upper-case ASCIl character set
is displayed and can also be set 1o
inversa vidao.

Editing

An excellent feature of the VZ200
is the on-screan editing capability.
The cursar cantrgl keys allow you to
pasition the cursor over any mistake
in & line and then, by pressing
INSERT or RUBOUT. change MW
required characters. This  Saves
having to re-type tha whota b
again as with somea compartarg. The
auto-ropeat function is veary usely
here ag continved pressing of 1nc
RUBOUT will erage a8 many
charactass as required. These adiling
functions rank s one af the most
desirable features of this computes,
espacially far the baginner,

Graphics

Two display modes are availoble.
text mode and graphics mode. |n the
text made, the ASCH tharacter setis
displaysd as well as the 15 chunky
graphics shapes. These characters
may be displayed in eight difterent
colours with & c¢hoice of tweo
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background colours. For graphics
mode the scraen is divided into 128
x B4 pixels, each Individually
addresssable. Each pixel may be
programmed cn or off with the SET
and RESET commands. The pixels
may be any of four colours with two
background colours. The 8192
pixels displayed In the graphics mode
produce quite acceptable resofution
for games and data dispfays.

Sound

It is possible 10 generate sounds
on the VZ200 through the intarnal
plazo gpezker. Control of the tane
frequancy and duration is by the
SOUND command, Programmable
music notas covering 2% priaves
with nine different nate durations are
aveilable. The saund is very tinny,
and with only one channef it can
hardly te considered suitabla for
“serious mugic programming’’ as
clalmed In the advartising leaflets. It
1s adequate for games only.

Cassette data storage

For program and data storage the
VZ200 provides 8 connection to an
audip cassette recordsr. An
interconnaction lad is supplied with
two miniature jack plugs on one end
and a stereo plug on the other. The
stereo plug goes Into the computer
socket marked tape snd the othars
plug inta the ear and mic sockets on
tha recorder. A demeonstration taps
comes with the computer which
shows off the colour and graphics
capabilities.

| found soma difficulty in loading
this tape es the volume setting for

i

The VZZ00 with the 16K RAM sexpsnsion moduls

resistor in paraliel with the earphone
connection, 1.8, soideting it hetween
the 1wo wires.

Five BASIC commands handle
storage and retrieval of data from the

the racorder playback appears quite
critical for a successful load. There is
no provision to- passatte maotor
control. The dificulty is cured,
however, by putting a 15-0Ohm
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